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From the Editor’s Desk 


Dear Friends- 


After attending the three annual gatherings of the Friends this 
publication serves, I am so moved by the love and spirit of these 
communities that it’s difficult for me to find words to express it. 
Suffice it to say that I feel deeply blessed and very grateful for the 
opportunity to serve as the editor for Western Friend. This has 
alerady been a life-changing experience, and I look forward to the 
coming years. I also beg your patience as I get my feet under me, © 
and welcome feedback on new features in the magazine and WF’s 
new online presences. 


One of the gifts from my travels among the three Yearly Meetings 
is a deep sense of purpose and clarity regarding my ministry as 
editor. Its reach is well beyond that of running a magazine; instead, 
I am something more akin to field staff, traveling among Friends by 
way of pulp and ink (and occasionally in person.) My role is to hear 
and lift up your joys and concerns, and to connect Friends who have 
questions with those who may have answers. I’ve come to think of 
Western Friend as a collection of love letters, written from the heart 
and in the Spirit, to and from Friends in the West. 


To that end, I invite you to contact me with story ideas and 
submissions. For those of you who are intimidated by writing, I 
encourage you to lay down your fears, and listen to the still, small 
voice that may be nudging you to put pencil to paper. For me, 
editing is something of a spiritual partnership with a writer. We 
strive together to discern that of God within a given piece. 
Sometimes that Truth can’t be found, sometimes it takes a while, 
and quite often it’s right there on the page from the very beginning. 
It’s Quaker process by a different name. 


I have been struck by how little we Western Friends know of one 
another, and hope to help us all become a little better acquainted in 
the next few issues. As Leah Green said in the opening remarks of 
her talk to IMYM’s Gathering, “Quaker listening ears are different.” 
I encourage you all to read this issue with those Quaker ears on, 
open to the workings of the Spirit in the words and messages from 
Intermountain YM. They are meant for re and every one of you. 


Love and Blessings to you all- eZ or 


a a 


Find Western Friend ONLINE! 
Website:_h 


editor @westernfriend.org 503.956.4709 


Live blogging from the © 


three YM’s, photos, archival aricles, and a wealth of other » 


information. 
Facebook: Western Friend Regular updates plus connections 
with many other Friends in the West! 


Twitter: westernfriend 
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ntain YM Epistle 2008 


To Friends Everywhere: 


Three-hundred and thirty-eight Friends of Intermountain Yearly Meeting heard a “Call to Com- 
passion” June 11-15, 2008, but it seemed to be equally a call to action. In the keynote address by Leah 
Green, founder of the Compassionate Listening Project, and in interest groups running the gamut 
from peacemaking to the environment to human rights, racism and immigration, Friends were given 
proven, practical tools to change the world. 


Spiritual nurturance was also in abundance, from the small worship sharing groups that many felt 
were the highlight of the annual meeting, to corporate worship and of course private contemplation 
inspired by the beauty of God’s creation here at Ghost Ranch, Abiquiu, New Mexico. After a success- 
ful pilot program, the Spiritual Formation Committee will continue finding ways to deepen spiritual 
grounding among the member meetings. 


The unusually strong wind sweeping across the colored rock spires seemed to breathe new energy 
into our yearly meeting, compounded by the youthful enthusiasm of the largest number of teen-age 
and young adult attenders we’ve had in quite a while. 


We were blessed by live music, poetry, dancing and lots of laughter. 


Last year’s decision to begin the affiliation process with Friends General Conference was taken to 
the next level, with three Friends from that organization present to answer questions and concerns. 
The meeting approved the appointment of two representatives to attend FGC’s Central Committee 
meeting in October. 


After 19 years, one or our most well loved forms of faith in action, the AFSC-IMYM Joint Service 
Project, is in for some reevaluation and changes. AFSC has announced it may withdraw funding after 
September 2009. Strong support for some form of intergenerational Quaker work camp was evident 
in both the plenary session and subsequent interest group, with several mentioning they got their 
start as Friends by attending a work camp. A subcommittee is being formed to examine the issues 
and make a proposal based on monthly meetings’ answers to a series of queries. 


The Eyes Wide Open exhibit of army boots and civilian shoes representing Iraq war casualties 
moved us to a higher level of compassion for this loss to the world. A number of Friends were moved 
to gather and discuss possible responses to the U.S. presence in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

continued on Pg. 16 
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What are some of the-reasons or topics that 
_ the traveling ministers take up? 


A Meeting may send a request for a seasoned 


_ Friend who could help develop a Meeting 
_ retreat, or could someone help our community 
_ address a particular problem? By way of example, 


_ the Committee for Ministry on Racism has 
| sponsored a traveling Friend’s work around the 


_ country for several years. A coordinator spends 


time discerning needs since this is not a set 


_ program, but is tailored to the needs of the 
| Meeting. 


Our Yearly Meeting is a member of Friends 
World Committee for Consultation. Help me 
understand the similarities and differences 
between the two organizations. 


_ FWCC functions as an umbrella for Friends 
_ around the world, of all varieties and works to 
| bring them together. FGC serves North 


America—Canada and US—and provides services 
mainly for its affiliated Meetings. 


What is our relationship now with FGC—we 
are already using the bookstore, children’s 


| materials, traveling ministries. | thought we 


already were affiliated. 
FGC is open to a Yearly Meeting using our 
resources as part of discerning whether or not 


_ to affiliate. FGC appreciates the voices of all 


Meetings, and supports Friends in Canada and 
the US regardless of affiliation. Affiliation 


_ translates to involving the Yearly Meeting more 


in active creation of FGC’s projects, programs 
and goals. 


The main questions | have heard raised have 


to do with our capacity. Sometimes we have 


| difficulty recruiting leadership for our own 


_ The term of service is usually 3 years. 


_ programs. The time and energy costs are of 


more concern than the financial ones. 
That is a concern that FGC has also. Often 
people leave Central Committee with rich 


| experience. We hope that richness is carried 


back and enriches the Yearly Meeting and the 


Monthly Meeting they represent. The number of 
_ representatives and the level of commitment is 
_ up to the individual and the Meeting. 

_ Sometimes a representative will become very 


heavily involved, but they do not stay forever. 


| 
| 
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EGC 


Whither Affiliation? 


With Intermountain Yearly Meeting in the 
midst of considering affiliation with Friends 
General Conference and North Pacific Yearly 
Meeting poised to begin consideration, it seems 
FGC is on the minds of many Western Friends. 

This year, FGC sent three representatives to 
IMYM to answer questions and facilitate their 
discernment process. Marian Beane, Charlotte 
Beane, and Lucy Duncan participated in a panel 
presentation and Q&A plenary session with 
IMYM Friends. This is a summation of that 
plenary. 

Thanks to Sara Keeney, IMYM Recording 
Clerk, for providing the bulk of this article! 


BACKGROUND ON FGC 

FGC provides service to Meetings with the 
purpose of nurturing the spirit and strengthening 
Friends wherever they are. The organization 
maintains both programs and projects. Many 
IMYM Friends have already participated in 
FGC’s Annual Gathering, which has been going 
on for around 100 years. It is a week-long 
gathering for study, fellowship, children’s 
programming, and small group, in-depth 
workshops exploring various topics. 

FGC also runs FGC Quakerbooks, which 
maintains an extensive stock of publications of 
interest to Friends, conducts author interviews, 
and publishes a newsletter of book musings. In 
addition, FGC is a resource for religious 
education, developing curricula and materials for 
children and adults. 

Interest is growing in. Youth Ministry for high 
school and adult young Friends. What do Young 
Friends have to speak to us about? How do we 
take advantage of the ministry of Young Friends? 
Young Friends have had two annual gatherings 
so far, representing a broad spectrum of 
unprogrammed, programmed, and evangelical 
beliefs. FGC recognizes a need to be ministered 
to by Young Friends and to minister to Young 
Friends. 

FGC’s budget is nearly $3 million, supporting 
programs and 25 FTE employees. The main office 
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is in Philadelphia; there is also one in Iowa and 
one in South Carolina. FGC staff and volunteers 
work closely together on most projects. New 
energy and growth has blossomed in recent 
years. A $7.5 million campaign is currently 
underway. Most of the funding comes from 
individual donors, though FGC does receive some 
support for special projects through foundation 
grants. 


AFFILIATION 

Every Yearly Meeting (13) and Monthly 
Meeting (10) that is directly affiliated with FGC is 
invited to provide delegates to Central 
Committee. They meet once a year to consider 
business and hear reports. Around 200 people 
attend. Smaller, more focused committees meet 
two or three times a year. 

There are specific guidelines, fairly 
straightforward, for affiliation with FGC. When 
they receive a letter of interest, FGC will send two 
people to visit the Yearly Meeting—not to check 
the Meeting out, but to support the interest with 
information and to answer questions. The 
Meeting’s job is to discern. [IMYM is sending 
two people, one a Young Friend, to Central 
Committee in October. ] 

A Meeting’s commitment of affiliation is 
twofold: 

a) financial—not an assessment, but what 
the Meeting feels willing and able to contribute. 
The range is $400 — $30,000. 

b) representation: two representatives for 
every 500 members of a Yearly Meeting to 
Central Committee. The Yearly Meeting provides 
travel support to representatives. 


IMYM 


AFSC’s JointSrvice Project 
(aka Western Quaker Workcamps) 


Originally created in 1990 as an effort to 
strengthen ties between IMYM and AFSC, the 
Joint Service Project has taken hundreds of youth 
and adults on service projects to rural Mexico and 
Pine Ridge, SD. Due to recent changes in AFSC’s 
budgeting and program structure, they are 
reconsidering their engagement in the JSP. 
According to Marielle Oetjen, Associate Regional 
Director for AFSC’s Denver office, funding after 
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ight Sharing of World Resources | 


Providing grants in support of 
micro-enterprise development in 
south india, Africa, and among Friends. 


Learn more at WWW.erswr.org 
* Make a donation 
. © Sign up for the RSWE newsletter 
* Contact us for a program at your 
meeting or church. 
10% Quaker Hil Dr, Aichenond, IN 47374 
765.966.0314 


September 2009 is very uncertain. However, no 
decision has been made, and a proposal is 
working its way through the three AFSC regions 
engaged in the JSP. 

During the plenary addressing this issue, 
Friends spoke to the meaning and importance of 
the Joint Service Projects, noting that many had 
experienced growth in spirit and humanity 
during family camps of the past, and that the JSP 
is an opportunity to include youth, a stated goal 
of the AFSC. IMYM Friends expressed hope that 
the intent of the project can be preserved, and 
that a structure and funding can be developed to 
keep the family work camp experience going. 

Friends also spoke of their respect for AFSC’s 
governance and sadness for the difficult decision. 
Others suggested a renewed effort to recruit 
Friends from IMYM, as participation has been 
down over the past year. One Friend recognized 
this possible change for the program as an 
opportunity for Friends to re-examine how we 
relate to AFSC’s programs, to rethink the project 
of having Western work camps and to rethink 
how youth-oriented and retired person-oriented 
projects support developing a service orientation 
in ourselves. 

AFSC and IMYM Friends will continue to 
labor with one another carefully and lovingly 
over the course of the next year. 


For more information on the Joint Service Project, please 
visit http://www.afsc.org/central/imym2.htm or contact 
Mike Gray, Project Coordinator, at 520-907-6321 (cell). 
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Know 17 Thy Friends, Know Thyself: 


Meetings and Worship Groups in IMYM* 
Though not members, Wyoming Friends Meeting worships in fellowship with IMYM 
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Number of Friends in IMYM:1,083 (2007) A Day in the Life of IMYM’s Annual 


Number of Monthly Meetings in IMYM: 17 : 

Number of Worship Groups: 14 Gathering. eee 

IMYM Appoints Representatives To: FWCC, FCNL, 8:30-9:40 | Worship Sharing Groups 
AFSC, Western Friend board, Friends Peace Teams. (outdoors) 

Under Consideration: FGC. 10:00-11:45 Plenary Session: Business, 


Reports, etc. 
Annual Gathering Meets At: Ghost Ranch, Abiquiu, NM. 11:45-1:15. Lunch 


Length of Gathering: 5 days (Wed-Sun; Early Days 1:15-2:15 — Intergenerational Worship 
youth programs & special workshops begin Mon) Sharing 

Number of Attenders at 2008 Session: 338 2:30-3:40 Interest Groups 

Cost of Attendance (single adult, all meals + dorm 4:00-5:00 Plenary Session 

lodging): approx. $375 5:30-6:30 Dinner 

IMYM Assessment Cost per Member:approx. $45 7:00-?? Sing-along, Contra Dance, 
Website: http: //www.imym.org or Creativity Night! 


IMYM Top Ten Moments 


By Jonathan Brown and Ezra Ford, first-time attenders from South Seattle Preparative Meeting, Seattle, WA (NPYM) 


* Being warmly welcomed by Friendly elders 
& other parents 

* Worship sharing outdoors : 
* Laid-back timing (everything starts/ends 15° 
minutes later than scheduled) 

* Participating in intergenerational activities 
(e.g., dancing, swimming) 

* Discovering Seattle connections 

* Taking spiritual formation and sufferings 
seriously (interest groups) : 

* Hiking to Kitchen Mesa 

* A Young Friend’s request for adults to 
articulate the spiritual grounding that 
provides the basis for their activism 

* Short lines for delicious vegetarian meals 

* Quality father-son time 


Ezra and Jonathan Ce 
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The Call te Compaation 


Skill Sets for the 21st Century 


The Compassionate Listening Project teaches 
powerful skills for peacemaking in our families, 
communities, jobs, and in social change work 
globally and locally. Initially founded by in 1990, 
the listening skills taught by CLP are deeply 
rooted in the work of Gene Knudsen Hoffman, a 
lifelong Friend and activist. Hundreds of people 
have since participated in listening delegations 
from the U.S. to Israel and Palestine, including 
former WF editor Anthony Manousos and other 
Friends. 

In her opening remarks, Leah said, “We are 
sister organizations! Part of me is waiting to be 
invited as an honorary member of your club!” A 
hearty, “you're invited!” rang back from IMYM 
Friends. 

The following is a version of Leah’s speech 
that has been edited for brevity. 


Many of my most powerful teachers these 
past two decades have been Israelis and 
Palestinians, which is one reason that I return to 
work there each year. 

Living in the fire of the Israel-Palestine 
conflict or any deep conflict can either open the 
heart or shut it down. I have learned from many 
people whose hearts have been cracked open by 
the conflict. 

One of my teachers was Sheikh Talal Sidr, 
one of the founders of HAMAS. Sitting in his 
living room several years ago in Hebron, he told 
us a bit of his story. He was imprisoned 3 times, 
and then in 1991 he was deported with 400 other 
men from the Islamic movements to a barren, 
snowy hillside in Southern Lebanon in no-man’s 
land, in the dead of winter. 

He told us that he had a lot of time that year 
to read his Qur’an in his Red Cross Tent, and it 
was there in his holy book that he found the 
inspiration to break the cycle of vengeance and 
revenge that he was born into. He returned home 
after one year in this no-man’s land and began 


what he called his “jihad for peace.” We asked 
him: “How do you engage now with HAMAS 
members who promote violence?” His reply was: 
“How do you take anger and hatred out of the 
hearts of people? You must love them, you must 
rally around them and become their family.” 


“How do you take anger and hatred — 
out of the hearts of people? You must 
love them, you must rally around 
them and become their family.” 


This is the essence of our work in the 
Compassionate Listening Project. Our premise is 
that compassion is perhaps the most powerful 
and largely overlooked tool for conflict 
transformation. Neuroscience is backing this up 
with study after study on compassion and the 
role of the heart, which Ill touch on a bit later. 

It takes enormous courage to face the reality 
of the times we’re living in. I was recently with 
Buddhist scholar and activist Joanna Macy, and 
she commented that anyone who isn’t afraid 
right now must be comatose. 

The end time has been religiously predicted 
since the beginning of time — there’s nothing new 
in that. What is new for us in these days, 
however, is this is the first time on our planet that 
we are facing the potential of an end time that is 
not religiously inspired, but a result of our own 
human actions. 

I see us humans as being caught between 
worlds right now. The old paradigm of our last 
5,000 years on the planet, which author David 
Korten calls Empire, is characterized by patterns 
of domination, control violence, power- over, 
exploitation and dualistic thinking — us vs. them, 
and I am separate from you. The emerging 
paradigm is the partnership paradigm, 
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characterized by cooperation, power-with, high 
order, whole systems thinking, collaborative 
thinking, sustainability models, from “us vs. 
them” to “we” thinking. 


Teaching Collaborative Communication 

I would put forth that our evolutionary 
capacity as humans at this time is directly linked 
to our ability to navigate conflict. We’re all too 
connected and interdependent now. Climate 
change is a global issue. The melting Arctic is a 
global issue. Peak oil and the need for alternatives 
is a global issue. Clean water, and access to 
water, is a global issue. We’ve got to make the 
shift to “We” because “We” are going to sink or 
swim together given the magnitude and 
complexity of the problems that we face. 

Skill sets for collaborative communication 
and conflict resolution are not a luxury for us 
anymore. These are now an integral part of what 
I would call skill sets for the 21* century. 

Most schools around the world, including 
here in the United States, do not incorporate 
these skills into their curricula. We live in a 
nation where we're lucky if, by the time we're 20, 
we've learned any concrete skills in conflict 
resolution. Is it any wonder that the vast 


We’ve got to make the shift to “We” 
because “We” are going to sink or 
swim together, given the magnitude 
and complexity of problems we face. 


majority of our leaders are unskilled in conflict 
resolution? Where do we think they would have 
learned it? And diplomacy is still largely defined 
as a military strategy of avoidance of war. 

When I look around in my own community 
and I see the degree of conflict we deal with just 
at the local level, I wonder how it is that we 
expect more of our national leaders than we are 
capable of ourselves? I often say in my trainings 
that Ghandi challenged us to, “be the change we 
wish to see in the world,” but he forgot to leave us 
with a training program. 

We call Compassionate Listening a spiritual 
practice because it is a concrete skill set for “being 
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the change.” It is not an easy practice, which is 
why I would not call myself a master after 10 
years. I see it as a lifelong practice, and it holds 
great challenges for those of us who consider 
ourselves peace lovers and peace activists. It 
means that we have to take even deeper 
responsibility for our part in the global culture of 
conflict of which we are all a part. And I think 
that as we begin to embody the practice, in our 
families, our schools, our communities, and our 
boardrooms, we will see a difference globally. 


My Journey to Compassionate Listening 

I met Gene Knudsen Hoffman, the originator 
of Compassionate Listening, in 1995. She now 
lives in an Alzheimer’s home, but during her long 
and active life, she was a Quaker, writer, poet, 
actress and peace-maker. Gene became my 
mentor for the last years of her active life. One of 
the first quotes that I recall from Gene is this one: 

“For most of my forty years with the peace 
movement, I felt that something was missing, 
something was out of harmony. Somehow we 
peace people, who wanted no enemy, always 
seemed to have one.” 

Gene relates an experience she had in 1980 in 
London at a Quaker conference. She saw a notice 
posted that said, “1:00 worship for the tortured 
and the torturer.” Previously she had only 
thought about the oppressed—never the oppres- 
sor. Now she began to explore the idea that the 
oppressor in any given situation was wounded 
and was worthy of and in need of compassion. 
Gene wrote, “perhaps every act of violence comes 
from an unhealed wound.” 

My listening delegations from the United 
States to the Middle East did not have a powerful 
effect until I adopted Gene’s work as the frame. 
We asked the participants to make an agreement: 
to attempt to reach the humanity of every person 
with whom we come in contact. We defined our 
role as being present to hear the grievances of all 
sides, and find ways to tell each side about the 
humanity and the suffering of the other. If this 
sounds like the teachings of Thich Nhat Hanh 
you are correct. He was one of Gene’s great 
teachers. But I think if you look closely into just 
about every spiritual tradition, you find this same 
wisdom. It’s all about healing polarization. 

Rabbi Menachem Froman is another of my 
great teachers. One of the founders of Gush 
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Leah Green 
Emunim, the Religious Settler’s Movement in the 
West Bank, this remarkable man sent a letter to 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, the spiritual founder of 
HAMAS (the Palestinian Islamic party who won 
the democratic elections and was then boycotted 
by Israel and the international community.) He 
wrote to Sheikh Yassin that perhaps they should 
get together and try to dialogue and find a 
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict based 
on their shared love of God/Allah. And the Rabbi 
went to Gaza and met the Sheikh in prison, then 
went to meet with Yassin again at his home in 
Gaza City in 1997 after his was release. 

Rabbi Froman told us that when he gets 
together with Muslim leaders, the first hour is for 
praising God; the next 5 hours are for studying 
and comparing the Torah and Qur’an; and the 
final 5 minutes are spent agreeing where to draw 
the borders and put the traffic lights. 

This year, Rabbi Froman negotiated the basis 
of a cease-fire agreement with Hamas and 
delivered it to the Israeli Prime Minister and to 
President Bush. It was ignored. 

Still another teacher is Father Emile Shoufani 
— a Palestinian-Israeli Christian in Nazareth who 
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woke up one day and said things will never 
change until Palestinians understand the 
Holocaust and understand the suffering of the 
Jews. He organized a trip where he took 300 
Israeli-Jews and Israeli-Palestinians to 
Auschwitz, where they walked together hand in _ 
hand, and cried together. 

This practice is all about the embodiment of 
“love your neighbor as yourself,” whoever the 
“other” is in any moment. Sometimes the other is 
the neighboring tribe, but sometimes it is your 
partner, or your child. 


The Science of Compassion 

Neuroscience is helping us compassionate 
listeners tremendously. We now know that the 
heart is not a pump, it is also filled with neural 
cells like the cells in our brain, and has its own 
brain center. We know that our highest physical, 
emotional and mental states come when we are 
focused on states of mind having to do with 
compassion or altruism. We have the greatest 
access to our frontal lobes of the brain—our 
highest thinking—when we are in a compassion- 
ate emotional state. 

Our hearts are like the grandfather clock. 
When I’m in a compassionate emotional state, 
my brain, organs, hormones, all come into a state 
of entrainment with my heart. The brain is 
secreting those feel-good chemicals like dopamine 
and seratonin. 

And one of the things that most amazes me is 
that when we shift ourselves into a compassion- 
ate state, we not only change our own brain 
waves and physiology, we. shift others in our 
sphere. This affirms it’s not as much about saying 
and doing as we think it is, but about “being.” 

Compassion gives us joy and happiness. We 
know through the use of MRIs magnetic-reso- 
nance-imaging device iat when subjects in a 
study check off boxes as if ’’:ey are donating sums 
of money to charity, the mesolimbic pathways in 
their brains light up — this is the part of the brain 
associated with joy or happiness. This is why the 
term ‘helper’s high’ was coined back in the 
1980's. 

Compassion even raises your immunity. A 
Harvard study divided subjects into two groups. 
One watched an emotionally neutral movie and 
the other group observed Mother Teresa helping 
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poor people in Calcutta. The researcher said that 
those who saw Mother Teresa’s altruism on- 
screen turned out to have “markedly higher 
levels” of immunoglobulin A in their saliva. 

One researcher, McClelland, took the study a 
step further. He asked half of the experimental 
group to close their eyes and meditate and visual- 
ize others doing compassionate deeds. “They 
maintained that elevated immune system, 
whereas those who did not continue the medita- 
tion went back down to regular levels. 

Compassion is also contagious. As my friend 
Fred Whitaker told me, compassion isn’t taught, 
it’s caught, like a cold. Sam Oliner is a sociologist 
professor emeritus at Humboldt State University 
who has studied the righteous gentiles — Chris- 
tians who saved Jews during the holocaust at risk 
of their own death. In most of the cases, the 
righteous ones described seeing their own parents 
act compassionately as children. Not just talking 
about compassion, but doing compassionate 
deeds. 

We call Compassionate Listening a spiritual 
practice and a tool for spiritual activism because 
it changes us from the inside out. Each person 
who makes the decision to learn to “be peace” in 
their daily life moves us all one more step beyond 
Empire. We need to drop any illusion that we are 
small or insignificant. Each one of us can make a 
profound difference. Each one of us matters...and 
we are a teacher for others every time we 
practice. The ripples continue in ways we cannot 
imagine. 

I end all of my trainings with a challenge. I 
ask you to think about the challenging 
relationships in their lives. Broken relationships: 
former partners, relationship or business 
partners, family members you may not have 
spoken to in years, friends, children, parents, 
neighbors. And don’t stop there. Think about the 
people you may dehumanize—if only “they” 
didn’t exist, my (fill in the blank) family, office, 
community, nation, would be so much better off. 
Who do you blame? Who do you fear? 


Who are the marginalized voices in your 
family or community—the ones we may not 
want to hear or don’t have the time to hear? 

These are the doors through which some of 
our most powerful peace-making lies waiting for 
us. I hope you can hear the call to compassion. 


“Better than Auschwitz” | 


The first year of our Jewish-German 
Compassionate Listening project we listened 
to a former SS Soldier, Otto, who was unable 
to face his past until he began having 
nightmares at age 60. He began to talk to his 
men’s group at his Church. We listened to 
Otto one afternoon in Berlin, and his story 
was So painful to hear. 


Afterwards, a Jewish woman in our group 
whose parents are both survivors of 
Auschwitz began to wail—horrible cries. A 
group of us gathered around her. Otto stayed 
a respectful distance from her across the 
room. But after a while, quite slowly, he came 
into the circle and kneeled on the floor in 
front of her with great humility. As they were 
looking at one another Otto lowered his 
forehead to the ground, and he said to her, 
very quietly, and with tears, “I bow to your 
pain.” 


The next day the Jewish woman seemed 
transformed, even light-hearted. She told the 
group that she had been to Auschwitz twice 
in an attempt to heal the pain about her 
parents that she had carried her whole life. 
On a note of particularly black humor, she told 
us that this experience with Jewish-German 
Compassionate Listening was “better than 
Auschwitz,” which really speaks to this 
critical ingredient to healing: the very people 
that we hold in some regard as our enemies 
are the very ones who can help us the most in 
our own healing. She had gone to Auschwitz, 
but she did not find Otto there. Doing this 
work with a former Nazi was the missing | 
ingredient. 


Would you like to learn more about the Compassionate Listening Project? Please visit 
www.compassionatelistening.org, or contact them directly at 360.297.2280. Leah is taking a 
delegation to Israel and Palestine October 28th-November 9; space is still available. 
Compassionate Listening training workshops are occurring in Chapel Hill, NC, Seattle, WA, and 
Bainbridge Island, WA in the next several months. Visit the website for details. 


Friend September 2008 


Hr 


a 


a 


r 
aa 


Tit 
uN 


Eyes Wide 
pen Exhibi 


Many more photos online 
at westernfriend.org 


AE 


14 Western Friend _ 


September 2008 


More Questions than Answers: 


Reflections from the FWCC Triennial 
by Rebecca Wright, IMYM, Mountain View Meeting, Denver CO 


In August of 2008, I was fortunate enough to 
attend the FWCC (Friends World Committee for 
Consultation) Triennial in Dublin, Ireland. 
FWCC’s mission is to bring together Quakers 
from around the world for fellowship and 
discernment. The theme for last year’s gathering 
was, “Finding a Prophetic Voice for Our Time”— 
how do we, both individually and corporately, 
hear and discern God’s messages for us? And how 
do we convey that message to others? This topic 
was addressed in collective worship, keynote 
addresses, and small worship groups. Everyone 
attending had a small piece of the large and 
multifaceted answer. 


My experience there was not one of hearing 
answers. What I heard were questions. And I 
came home with many more questions than I 
had when I left. I’d like to share a few. 


How can we—how do we—create a vibrant, 
truthful, and honest spiritual community that is 
unified and yet not homogenous? Where all the 
voices are heard and valued, even when we don't 
agree with the voice? 


I’ve known for awhile that worldwide, 
Quakers tend to be more overtly and specifically 
Christian than Mountain View Friends do, and 
that Mountain View Friends are more likely to 
speak to their direct experience than they are 
from the Bible. I knew this, and yet I was still 
unprepared for the Christo-centric nature of the 
Triennial. It’s one thing to be in a spiritual 
minority when there’s no clear majority to speak 
of. It’s another when the spiritual majority 
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How do we avoid offending 
_ people, and yet also avoid 
couching our beliefs in 

vagueness and bigotry? 


SER ea ne nae, 


suggests that it would be a good idea for everyone 
to pick their favorite Bible verse and share in 
worhip sharing how that verse applies to their 
daily life, and you realize you haven’t read very 
far beyond “In the beginning...” When and how 
do we do similar things in our Meeting? And how 
do we phrase ourselves clearly and honestly 
without alienating people? How do we avoid 
offending people, and yet also avoid couching our 
beliefs in vagueness and ambiguity? 


— —_ aS Se Se eee ee = ied 


Prophets are not there to lead — 
the community. They are 
there to serve the community. 


Do we have prophets in our meetings and 
churches today? How do we identify the true 
prophets? How useful is prophet ministry in our 
meetings and churches? 


Prophecy and prophets in our time was the 
theme of the Triennial. We discussed the 
historical and Biblical legacy of prophecy, how 
we identify our own prophetic voice, and how we 
convey that voice to others. Two running themes 
became very important. One is that prophets 
rarely carry messages that make their 
community happy, because God seems to wait 
until you're circling the bowl before taking drastic 
measures. The other is that prophets are not there 
to lead the community. Prophets are there to 
serve the community. 


How do we hear messages from prophets? If 
a message is from God, it will be the Truth. But 
three thousand years of religious bickering is 
enough to tell us that it isn’t so simple. How do 
we know messages we receive are the Truth? And 
how do we receive messages from others? If you 
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are not connecting with a message, “either the 
message isn’t part of the Truth or your heart isn’t 
ready to hear the Truth that is being told to you. 
How do you listen? Do you listen with an open 
heart, with no agenda, ready to hear the Truth no 
matter who says it or what words they use? 


What is a community? Is ita group of people 
with similar beliefs? Similar priorities? Similar 
goals? 


One person wants to revolutionize this 
country’s border policy, one needs more Bible 
study, another wants to end the Israeli 
occupation of Palestine, and I’d be happy to feel 
comfortable in my own skin. There are Christian 
Quakers and Buddhist Quakers and Hindu 
Quakers and agnostic Quakers and Jewish 
Quakers, not to mention Beanites and Luddites 
and EFI and FUM and FGC, programmed and 
unprogrammed and in between, and yet we are 
all still in the same community. Is it enough that 
I respect someone else’s priorities? Is that enough 
to form the bonds of a community? And if I can’t 
talk about my beliefs in my faith community, 
then where can I talk about them? 


They say you can’t choose your family. This is 
true. In a similar way, you can’t choose your 
community. You kind of can—I come to Meeting 
of my own free will, after all. But I can’t choose 
the people in my community. The person who 
aggravates me is just as much a part of my 
community as those I want to keep near me. To 
pull away from the community, I deprive myself 
from the community, I deprive the community 
of myself, I deprive myself of all the challenges 
and chances of growth that this community 
offers us. 


How safe should our community be? We 
should feel safe enough in each other’s company 
and support to embark—or keep walking on—this 
crazy, bewildering, frightening, exhilarating, 
dazzling experience of searching for our spiritual 
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selves. We should have the courage to speak out 
when we hear from those selves, brave enough to 
hear when others speak, even—especially—if their 
truth isn’t necessarily our truth. We should feel 
safe enough to be challenged. 


New Head of School 
for Woolman Semester 


We are delighted 
to announce that 
Dorothy 
Henderson has 
been named Head 
of School for the 
Woolman 
Semester and 
Sierra Friends 
Center. She has 
been a community 
member for eight 
years and was 
actively involved in the creation of the Woolman 
Semester. She has also served as the Nonviolent 
Communication teacher for the past 4 years. 

Previously, Dorothy served as an Assistant 
Professor at the University of Washington after 
receiving her Ph.D. in Nursing and Certificate of 
Women’s Studies from the University of 
Michigan in 1994. Dorothy’s choice to leave the 
university and become part of a small, rural, 
Friends school came from her deep commitment 
to the integrity of her inner and outer lives and 
the desire to practice mindfulness, nonviolence 
and simplicity in a Friends community. She has 
also served as the clerk of College Park Quarterly 
Meeting’s Ministry and Oversight Committee and 
in the same role for Grass Valley Monthly 
Meeting. Most recently, she led a Nonviolent 
Communication workshop at the FGC 
Gathering. 

We are looking forward to all the experience 
and gifts Dorothy will share as our new Head of 
School. 


Dorothy having fun as the 
Jabberwocky at PYM 


Yours in the Spirit, 
Marilee Eusebio, Clerk of the Board 
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IM YM 2008 Epistle, peared on Pg-3 


We call on Friends everywhere to discern what more we can do to end the war and occupation. 
Friends Committee for National Legislation representatives were on hand to facilitate writing letters 
to members of Congress urging diplomacy in all dealings with Iran. A Quaker activist from Burundi, 
Florence Ntakutimana, bore witness to the results of Quaker intervention in that troubled country. 


We were pleased to meet the new editor of Western Friend, formerly Friends Bulletin, Kathy Hyzy. 
The magazine now has a website, www.westernfriend.org, complete with live blogging. Friends bid a 
fond farewell to longtime editor Anthony Manousos. 


We seek to understand what action we might take to help solve pressing immigration and border 
problems. Climate change continues as a significant concern among IMYM members. 


As a Friend reminded us, “We are living in a time that all of us are being called to much more 


risky witness, 
down in 1998. 


” and to that end, we have reactivated our Committee on Sufferings, which was laid 


We leave our yearly meeting with a sense of hope and a newfound level of compassion, ready to 
bring our new skills to bear on the world’s many problems. In Leah Green’s words, “If we would just 


as a global 


community realize that these skills are not a luxury any more 


change in our planet in one generation.” 


Yours in the Light, 
Penny Thron-Weber, Clerk 


... | believe we would see a dramatic — 


Annette Kowal, Assistant Clerk 


IMYM Action Minutes 


IMYM 2008.01 Intermountain Yearly 
Meeting minutes deep appreciation to Anthony 
Manousos for contributing his gifts and talents as 
a writer and editor, photographer and catalyst to 
our written communication as Western Friends. 

IMYM 08.02 Meeting approves sending two 
representatives to Friends General Conference 
Central Committee Meeting in October and 
requests Nominating Committee to seek the two, 
with the recommendation that one representative 
be from the Young Adult Friends Group. 

IMYM 
08.03 
Meeting 
approves that 
a sub- 


Books For Your Book Group 


A Quaker Declaration of War, 
| Vivid case studies of the peam 


testimony in practice. $6.95. 


& Quaker 


Declasation Without Apology, liberal 7 
bekio’ Quaker theology presented committee of 
... | With humor and depth. $12.00. | the Joint 
oo Service 
Tom Fox Was My Friend. Yours, Too. : 
Letters from and Reflections on A. witness Project 
of a modern Quaker martyr. $7.95 Oversight 
By Chuck ie Ask Your Bookseller, or write: Committee 
Kimo Press, Box 1344, Fayetteville NC 28302 
and other 


interested Friends plan a proposal for the IMYM 
Executive Committee this year, as a basis for Fall 
Queries to the monthly meetings on the subject 
of how to proceed with addressing Yearly 
Meeting’s needs for a service work program. 

IMYM 08.05 Meeting approves the deletion 
from the Guide the expectation that each 
Monthly Meeting appoint an AFSC liaison 
member to our AFSC committee. MM’s are still 
welcome to appoint an AFSC liaison, but it will 
not be part of the AFSC structure. 

IMYM 08.06 The Yearly Meeting approves 
that we continue with a Spiritual Formation 
program under our care. Those interested should 
contact members of the existing committee who 
will recommend the new committee members to 
business meeting. The members of the existing 
committee record their willingness to serve as 
resources to a new committee. The Spiritual 
Formation ad hoc committee and its new 
members will continue to define their path to 
support Spiritual Formation activities in IMYM. 
We express our deep gratitude for the fine work 
of the ad hoc Spiritual Formation Committee. 

IMYM 08.08 Meeting approved that 
certain officers are authorized to sign checks or 
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withdraw funds from bank accounts owned by 
Intermountain Yearly Meeting (IMYM) such as 
checking, savings, and money market accounts: 
the Treasurer, Clerk, and Convener of Finance 
Committee. The names of the current officers 
are posted at the IMYM web site (http:// 
imym.org/) and changes are noted in Continuing 
Committee and Yearly Meeting minutes of the 
Meetings for Business. 

IMYM 08.11 The Yearly Meeting minutes 
our appreciation and gratitude for Bob Shroeder’s 


expectativas. 


Mi experiencia en la Junta Anual Intramontanhas 2008 


by Francisco Javier Lagunes Gaitan, Mexico City MM (Casa de los Amigos) 


Each year, IMYM sponsors a visitor from Mexico City Monthly Meeting to their Annual 
Session. I had the pleasure of chatting with Francisco several times at IMYM, and asked 
him to share some reflections on his experience as a visitor to IMYM. 


Muchos amigos de la Junta Mensual de la Ciudad de México (JMCM) me animaban a ir, 
“debes tener la experiencia de una junta anual”, “Ghost Ranch es un sitio increfble y la apertura 
y hospitalidad de la gente de IMYM es muy grata”. La verdad es que la visita super6 todas mis 


Los dias tempranos de la reunion anual son una maravillosa oportunidad para conocer a 
mucha gente, convivir relajadamente, leer en la biblioteca, hacer caminatas en los 
impresionantes e inspiradores alrededores de Ghost Ranch en Abiquiu (la Piedra Lumbre, la 
Mesa Cocina, los Bajos, ante la presencia tutelar del Cerro Pedernal y su aura de tierra sagrada). 


Por primera vez tuve la oportunidad de participar en adoraciones compartidas, de adultos e 
intergeneracionales. Fue una experiencia muy enriquecedora y que para mi result6 muy 
reveladora de la importancia central de la comunidad en la tradicién cudquera. 


Hubo en esta ocasion un curso de dos dias dedicado a desarrollar habilidades para la Escucha 
Compasiva, que impartid Leah Green. Se trabata de una perspectiva que inicid una cudquera 
heterodoxa, Gene Knudsen Hoffman. Ella propone que para propiciar el cambio de actitudes y la 
resolucion pacifica de los conflictos hay que escuchar a ambas partes, para que luego puedan 
empezar a escucharse entre ellas y tal vez dialogar. Cuando Gene iba a escuchar a los contras en 
Nicaragua no fue nada bien vista por los sectores progresistas, pero asi inicid su andadura esta 
vision. Luego, Leah Green y otros organizaron unas visitas al Medio Oriente para realizar lo que 
llamaron “Diplomacia Ciudadana” y lograron realizar diversos grupos de coescucha entre 
israelies y palestinos, y libaneses y sirios. Leah también organizo grupos similares entre judios y 
alemanes con pasado nazi. Ella dice que éstos fueron mas fluidos por el tiempo transcurrido, en 
cambio los de Medio Oriente no han avanzado gran cosa en el dialogo por lo presente y algido de 
los conflictos, sino que solamente Ilegan a que cada uno escuche con alguna empatia las 
historias del otro (el punto de partida). Pronto replicaremos el taller de desarrollo de habilidades 
“Escuchar con el corazon” en un proximo retiro de la JMCM. 


Agradezco mucho a la JMCM y a IMYM esta oportunidad profundizar en mi conocimiento y 
experiencia directa de la tradicidn viviente y de la comunidad de los Amigos. Las Amigas que 
pude tratar dejaron en mi una huella perdurable de calidez fraterna. 


clear and insightful service as clerk of Finance 
Committee. 

IMYM 08.17 Meeting approves re- 
activating the Committee on Sufferings. It was 
suggested the details of the function be 
undertaken by the Procedure Committee. 

IMYM 08.23 Yearly Meeting approves the 
distribution of funds for Migrant and Border 
concerns as outlined in the Committee proposal. 

A full version of these minutes and many 


reports are available on www.imym.org. 


ee 


IMYM Obituaries 


Helen (Bea) Dixon 
Santa Fe Meeting 

Helen Krehbiel Gish Dixon died 
peacefully at home in Taos on 
Sunday, February 24, 2008. She is 
survived by her son, Jim Dixon, her 
granddaughter, Chyna Rose Dixon 
and her dog Ling Shen, all of Taos. 
She is also survived by her brother 
Peter Michael Gish of Rhode Island. 

She was born on September 15, 
1930 in Norwalk, Connecticut to 
Carl Knickerbocker Gish and Helen 
Baldwin Gish, joining two older 
brothers, Carl K. (Jim) (1924-44), 
and Peter. She grew up in Westport, 
Connecticut, and discovered early 
abilities in Russian and music. She 
attended Barnard College, then the 
Sorbonne in Paris, and later 
completed her Master’s degree at the 
University of Indiana. She worked 
in the Russian Department of the 
Library of Congress in Washington, 
D. C. and was selected as a Guide/ 
Interpreter for the first U.S./Russia 
exhibition in 1959. She attended 
Moscow University, and later 
worked as personal translator/ 
interpreter for David Oistrakh, the 
great Russian violinist. She worked 
on people to people programs with 
Russia in ’59,'61,'62 and’ 64. She 
served as Teacher of Russian Studies 
at Hollins College in Virginia as well 
as at the University of Washington 
in Seattle. In 1996, at 65, she joined 
the Peace Corps and served again in 
Russia teaching and education for 
two more years. And always, 


wherever she went, she made music. 


She taught French and Russian at 
Taos High School, helped Eya Fechin 
translate much of Nicoli Fechin’s 
writings from Russian into English, 
as well as working with Natalia 
Moglinikova translating materials 
stemming from the Chernobyl 
disaster. She also taught music, 
piano, guitar and voice. 

Bea was active in the Taos 
Community Chorus, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Church, The Clearlight 
Worship Group of the Religious 
Society of Friends, Open Heart and 
Taos Mountain Sanghas, Peace 
Action NM, the Green Party and 
Veterans for Peace. She was a 
volunteer for Taos Hospice, Taos 
Public Library and other groups. 
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In October of 2006, she was 
diagnosed with advanced non- 
operable metastasis cancer and 
given only a few months to live. 
This last unexpected year was filled 
with grace and beauty, and she once 
said it was the happiest year she had 
ever had. She passed away 
peacefully at home, surrounded by 
and held by those she loved. 


Tom Mayer 
Boulder Monthly Meeting 

Tom Mayer died on June 22, 
2007, at age 56, from cancer. 

He was born March 22, 1951 in 
Mineola, New York, and grew up in 
New York and New Jersey. He 
learned to love the outdoors early, 
spending summers with his brother 
and sister at their grandparents at 
the lake shore in North Salem, New 
York. He received a B.A. degree 
from Bard College and an M.S. in 
Atmospheric Sciences from the 
University of Illinois. Graduating in 
1976, Tom came to Boulder and 
worked for 25 years at the National 
Center for Atmospheric Research as 
an associate scientist and software 
engineer. He married Terri Macey, 
and their daughter Kristen was born 
in 1987, followed by Daniel in 1990. 
Later they divorced. In 2007 he 
married his companion of several 
years, Kara Edin. 

Tom was an active member of 
Boulder Meeting from 1982, serving 
on the program hour committee, the 
finance committee, and on Ministry 
& Counsel. His deep caring for each 
person and for Quaker practice 
showed through his vocal ministry 
and his committee work. 

Tom had a long-standing love 
affair with the outdoors, the 
Colorado mountains, and bicycling. 

In 1991 Tom ran and was elected 
to the Louisville city council, where 
he served for eleven years. In 2002 
he was elected to the Boulder County 
Board of Commissioners, a position 
he held until his death. In both of 
those jobs Tom found expression for 
his deep commitment to people and 
to the environment. He chaired the 
Boulder County Recycling and 
Composting Authority and was a 
member of the County Energy 
Conservation Advisory Committee. 
Deeply concerned with health care 
for those who had no access to it, he 
chaired the Human Services 
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Coordinating Council and served on 
the Health and Human Services 
Committee of Colorado Counties, as 
well as on the Human Services and 
Education Committee of the 
National Association of Counties. 
Even in the throes of his own illness 
and at the very end of his life, he 
championed health care for the poor. 
He also was a great supporter of 
Head Start and was appointed to the 
Colorado Child Welfare Allocation 
Committee. The Boulder County 
Democratic Party awarded him 
posthumously their annual “Give 
Them Hell, Harry” award and 
established another annual award 
that bears his name. 

A community memorial service 
celebrating Tom’s life was held on 
July 11. The memories, laughter, 
and tears shared attested to his 
dedication as a public servant, his : 
principled actions, his humanity, 
his sense of humor, and his ability 
and willingness to listen. 

He is survived by his wife, Kara, 
children Kristen and Daniel, 
stepdaughters, Siera and Elle, his 
mother, Dorothy Mayer, his brother 
Bob of Boulder and sister Nina of 
Virginia. 

Although public service left Tom 
little time to continue his 
involvement with Boulder Meeting, 
his public service faithfully reflected 
his Quaker values of seeing that of 
God in everyone and caring for the 
dignity and needs of those we served. 
We all were enriched by his life 
among us. 


Daniel A. Neifert 
Clearlight Worship Group 
Daniel A. Neifert, 104, died on 

January 20, 2007, at his home in 
Taos, New Mexico, with his close 
friend and caregiver, Eric Charlton, 
at his side. Dan was the fifth and 
final son born December 17, 1902 on 
the family homestead near 
Bloomfield, Nebraska. He married 
Mildred Turner in 1923. 

Dan and Mildred served as 
coordinators with the Southwest 
Community Center from 1938-1951 
which served as a self help project 
for those living in poor conditions 
Southwest of Friends University 
during the depression and war 
years. Dan was a recorded minister 
in the Iowa Conservative Yearly 
Meeting. 
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Dan and Mildred left Wichita in 


1955 to begin work with the Arizona 
and Osage, Oklahoma. While in 
South Dakota, Dan was given the 
name Shield Boy by Chief Red 
Cloud’s great-grandson. At age 95 
Dan moved with his granddaughter, 
Danny Elizabeth, to Grand 
Junction, Colorado, and later to a 
new home in Taos, New Mexico 
where he attended the Clearlight 
Worship Group. 

Dan lived the fullest life, built on a 
foundation of Quaker Principles and 
Justice, gardening, natural foods, 
positive attitude, and a never 
ending voice that said, I’m getting 
better. He leaves a living legacy to 
all who knew him and words of 
thank you to those who cared for 
him. 

Dan is survived by his three 
children: sons James Turner Neifert, 
Daniel Turner Neifert, and his 
daughter, Ferne Elizabeth Vanek, 
and many grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren. Services were held 
at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, January 
29 at University Friends Church, 
Wichita. 


Eddie Richardson 
Clearlight Worship Group 
John Edward Richardson, III, was 
born in West Palm Beach, Florida on 

17 September 1928, and died in 
Costa Rica on January 18, 2007. He 
was a member of the Clearlight 
Worship Group in Taos. Eddie and 
his wife, Mauna, had just arrived in 
Costa Rica to visit their son, Harlan, 
who lives in Costa Rica, when Eddie 
went swimming. He was boogie 
board surfing when he suffered a 
heart attack and died. He died doing 
what he loved to do. He was 79 years 
old. 


Eddie is remembered for a number 
of endearing qualities. He had a 
smile that included anyone within 
reach and yet one sensed that there 
was a spine of steel if it was needed to 
speak truth to power. He was 
always first to contribute or to offer 
help when it was needed. His joy in 
his grandsons was evident whenever 
they came with him to Meeting. 


Eddie was a skilled maker of rustic 
furniture and his products were 
available for sale in a store in Taos. 
A resident of La Madera, New 
Mexico, for the past fifteen years, he 
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was an active opponent of the war in 
Iraq. He was one of the founding 
members of the Taos Chapter of 
Veterans for Peace. Many Taos 
residents will remember Eddie who 
often manned a table outside Cid’s 
food store distributing anti-war 
petitions and information about 
Veterans for Peace. He was present 
for most peace protests in Taos and 
elsewhere in New Mexico. He and 
Mauna went to Cuba with Pastors for 
Peace and later traveled to Georgia 
to protest outside the School of the 
Americas 


Eddie served in the U. S. Army 
from 1951 to 1953 in the Military 
Police in Germany on the border of 
the American and Russian sectors. 
He also served as a boat captain for 
the CIA - which he later came to 
regret in the Florida Keys, when the 
Eisenhower administration was 
trying to undermine the Cuban 
Revolution. It was in part to bring 
closure to his part of his life that he 
decided to visit Cuba years later. 
Eddie liked to say that he had an 
epiphany and realized that serving 
the United States Government is not 
necessarily the same as serving the 
long term interests of the United 
States. He believed that the 
corporate war machine and political 
interests often were against the 
interests of American citizens, and 
that greed often propels policy. 


As his political beliefs developed, so 
did his spiritual path. He was an 
active member of the Clearlight 
Worship Group. Surviving Eddie are 
his wife of 56 years, Mauna; a 
daughter, Roma; two sons, Harlan 
and Clifford; eight grandchildren 
and three great-grandchildren. 


In his honor, the Taos Chapter 
voted to rename itself the Eddie 
Richardson Chapter of Veterans for 
Peace. 


Jane Lindsay Robinson 
Clearlight Worship Group 


Jane Robinson, 49, of Blueberry 
Hill, Taos, New Mexico died at St. 
Vincent’s Hospital in Santa Fe, on 
November 13, 2007, after a long 
and valiant battle with leukemia. 
She was born on January 17 1958 in 
Norristown, Pennsylvania. She 
graduated from Villanova 
University with a Bachelor of 
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Nursing degree. She worked in 
Friends Hospital in Philadelphia and 
later in Gallup, New Mexico as 
teacher in the Nursing Education © 
Department of the University of 
New Mexico. Jane became a 
member of the Religious Society of 
Friends in Pennsylvania. She and 
her husband, Lowber Welsh, were 
married under the care of the 
Chestnut Hill Friends Meeting in 
Pennsylvania in 1990. They came 
to Taos in 1999 when Jane became a 
member of the Mountain Home 
Health Care staff as nurse and 
Hospice Nurse. She was particularly 
happy being associated with the 
program at Mountain Home, and 
with the staff, many of whom came 
to be with her in her final days in 
the hospital in Santa Fe. She was 
beloved by her hospice patients and 
by the staff at Mountain Home 
Health Care. Jane was a member of 
the Clearlight Worship Group of the 
Religious Society of Friends in Taos. 


Jane is survived by her husband, 
Lowber Welsh, a sculptor, and her 
daughter, Alicia Robinson Welsh, a 
freshman at Taos High School. She 
is also survived by her mother, 
Gwen Robinson of Kendall-Crosslands 
at Kennett Square, Pennsylvania; 
her sisters, Tracy Robinson of 
Boston, Massachusetts; Leslie 
Robinson of York, Pennsylvania; and 
her brother, Matthew Robinson of 
Boston, Massachusetts. 


A Memorial to give thanks for 
Jane’s life was held at the Jewish 
Community Center in Taos on 
Saturday, November 17th. 


Jane always looked forward to 
Intermountain Mountain Yearly 
Meeting. The family was there for 
the full time and participated 
actively in all events. Jane was 
Assistant Clerk of the Meeting in the 
final year of her life. She was also a 
regular attender at women’s 
gatherings sponsored by Meetings 
around the State. 


Florence (Lapp) Stamler 
Gila Monthly Meeting 
Florence (Lapp) Stamler died 

peacefully on May 25, 2008 at Fort 
Bayard Medical Center near Silver 
City, New Mexico. Everyone who 
knew and loved her is grateful for 
her long and remarkable life. 
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Florence was born in Rapid City, 
South Dakota, on October 2, 1914. 
She grew up in the house her father, 
Fred Lapp, built on a homestead 
ranch sixty miles from town. Two of 
her sisters, Lois Lapp and Ruth 
Little, still live and ranch there. A 
third sister, Doris Hebbert, lives 
with her husband, Myron, on a 
ranch in nearby Chadron, 
Nebraska. Their mother, Nellie 
Lapp, wanted her four girls to be 
well educated, so she moved the 
family to Sturgis, South Dakota, for 
their high school years. Following 
high school, where Florence was 
valedictorian of her graduating 
class, she went to Jamestown College 
in North Dakota, and there married 
Carl Dittmer, from whom she was 
later divorced. She received her BA 
degree in 1936, and earned her MA 
degree in English Literature from 
the University of Colorado in 1940. 
Her thesis was “A Study Of the Epic 
Hero With Special Reference To 
Beowulf As Compared With Classical 
Epic Heroes”. Her own 
determination to be educated seems 
heroic, given the Great Depression 
and the dust bowl years that her 
family lived through. She taught 
high school in Wyoming and English 
at the University of Colorado. 

Florence married Harry Stamler 
in 1949. He died in San Lorenzo, 
New Mexico, in 1999. When their 
children were young, she became 
interested in early childhood 
education. She began teaching in 
cooperative nurseries, trained Head 
Start teachers throughout Arizona, 
directed a child care program for 
migrant workers in California, and 
later opened a highly respected child 
care center in Pacific Grove, 
California. 

Florence and Harry became 
Quakers in the early 1950’s in 
Phoenix, Arizona. In the book of 
memories that Phoenix Friends 
compiled for the fiftieth anniversary 
of the founding of Phoenix Meeting, 
Florence wrote that the Phoenix 
Meeting was one of the most 
important parts of the family’s life. 
She described how they began 
attending. “Our friends, Rick and 
Ginny Anderson understood that 
Harry and I were not attracted to any 
church, but when they offered to take 
our girls to First Day School with their 
boy, Carl, we were happy because we 
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wanted our children to have choices 
about what they believed in life, and 
we wanted them to know what they 
might choose. One Sunday Harry 
said, “I want to see what they do”, 
and went quietly in. To his 
amazement and joy they were reading 
a story by Tolstoy. From then on we 
all went to meeting.” Both Florence 
and Harry were active members of 
the Phoenix Meeting until they 
moved to Pacific Grove in 1967, 
when they transferred their 
memberships to Monterey Peninsula 
Meeting. 

When she and Harry moved to San 
Lorenzo, New Mexico, in 1984, they 
transferred their memberships to 
the Gila Friends Meeting in Silver 
City. Over the years, Florence 
served the Meeting as clerk, 
corresponding secretary, newsletter 
editor, and a member of the 
Ministry and Oversight Committee. 
Before Gila Friends had a regular 
meeting place in Silver City, they 
met in each other’s homes across the 
whole geographic area of Grant 
County, Catron County, and Luna 
County in southwestern New 
Mexico. Meetings for worship and 
grand potlucks at the Stamlers’ 
house are a memory many of us 
share, as well as study groups and 
Women’s Retreat gatherings. 

Throughout her life Florence 
maintained her values of frugality, 
generosity, and social justice. She 
demonstrated these principles not 
only in her personal life but also 
with courageous participation in the 
movements for civil rights and for 
sanctuary for immigrants fleeing 
oppression and poverty. 

Florence and Harry will both be 
remembered for their kindness and 
hospitality. Many friends and their 
children became part of the family. 
The Stamler house in San Lorenzo, 
New Mexico was a community 
gathering point. Their home was an 
open house as people came from 
miles around to place their orders 
for the cooperative buying club, and 
later to unload the TCW delivery 
truck and divide the orders. Over 
the years, many children got off the 
school bus at the Stamlers’ house. 
They knew they would be welcomed 
with a snack, perhaps a piano lesson, 
and the joy of a good book while they 
waited for their working parents to 
pick them up. 
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Florence will be missed by many 
people, and especially by her four 
children — Doris Hosfeldt, Marion 
Newton, Heather Stamler, and 
Emanuel Stamler — and by their 
spouses, her nine grandchildren, 
and her eight great-grandchildren. 
A memorial meeting will be planned 
for July, 2008. 

The El Salvador Projects of Palo 
Alto Meeting, a project begun by her 
long time friend, Carman Broz, to 
provide scholarship money to 
educate poor rural families in El 
Salvador was a concern she cared 
deeply about. Supporting social 
change through education of the 
oppressed poor resonated with her 
lifelong values. Contributions in 
Florence’s memory may be sent to 
The El Salvador Projects, Palo Alto 
Friends Meeting, 957 Colorado 
Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94306. 


Jeanette Pauline 
Goodling Young 
Santa Fe Meeting 

Jeanette P.G. Young died 
peacefully on December 21, 2007 in 
her home in Santa Fe with her dear 
friend and caretaker, Beverley 
Weiler, at her side. 

Jeanette was born on January 8, 
1906, in York, Pennsylvania, to 
Spurgeon Howard and Clara Amon 
Goodling. With her younger sister 
and brother, she grew up 
surrounded by her extended family, 
including grandparents, aunts, 
uncles and cousins. Jeanette studied 
modern dance and choral music in 
Philadelphia, and studied at the 
Methodist Hospital School of 
Nursing, graduating with her RN 
degree. Jeanette was an excellent 
student and subsequently received a 
scholarship to Temple University. 
She graduated with degrees in 
English and Home Economics. 

During World War II Jeanette 
served in the Navy Nursing Corps. 
She left the Navy at the end of the 
war, bought a surplus Army Jeep, 
and after her brother taught her to 
drive, she took off cross country to 
Taos New Mexico to study art. In 
1950 Jeanette was teaching in Ojo 
Caliente, and also working as a 
housekeeper at a nearby ranch. It 
was there that she met her husband, 
David L. Young, who was in charge 
of the ranch cattle. They married 
soon and took off for Oregon. A year 
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Tater they fired bait to Ante 
Mexico and settled in Santa Fe. Dave 
worked with the Forest Service while 
Jeanette worked as an RN at St. 
Vincent’s Hospital and as a visiting 
nurse. 

On October 3, 1954 the Santa Fe 
Monthly Meeting accepted Jeanette 
and David as members. In those 
days, a committee of Meeting 
members was appointed to 
“interview” a prospective new 
member. Olive Rush, Yvonne 
Turkle and Brinton Turkle served as 
Jeanette and David’s “interview 
committee”. They recommended 
acceptance and the Meeting 
concurred. From that time, Olive 
Rush remained a close friend of 
Jeanette’s until Olive’s death. 

In 1960 Jeanette and David 
moved into their own home up off of 
Canyon Road, which is where 
Jeanette lived for the rest of her life. 
After her retirement, Jeanette 
devoted time to writing and had her 
first book of poems published in 
2001. From her most recent volume 
of poetry, Night Wind, published in 
2006 we find this eloquent 
summing-up: 

Love Letter 
(To you who will receive it I sing) 
Let the last sound be laughter 
a respectful and joyous laughter, 
celebrating the wonderful life 
I have lived. I have done, 
to the best of my ability, I think, 
all or most of what has been required 
of me. Yes, sometimes I failed. 
Often I failed when I should have 
given 
love, encouragement, and praise. 
Sometimes I was angry, or fearful, 
resentful, disappointed, 
even with so much 
for which to be thankful, grateful. 
I praise God and his creatures, the 
earth, 
the wind and the rain, 
sunshine and good family, 
wonderful friends. 
An extraordinary small forest 
of cedar and pine and fruit trees 
have been mine; along with the elms 
which supply the kindling wood 
for my morning fires, 
while I drink coffee and sing. 

Oh, I have sung along, in my heart, 
with the greatest of music, and 
along with the wind and rain. 
Dying, I love you, and praise God 
again. 


Jeanette was predeceased by hen 
husband David, her parents, her 
sister Elizabeth and her husband, 
Charles Knouse, her brother 
Spurgeon C. Goodling, widower of 
Bernice Goodling, and his second 
wife Jean Sweazey Goodling, and by 
her nephew, James Howard 
Goodling. 

Jeanette is survived by her nieces, 
Susan G. Mills of Connecticut, Clare 
May K. Snyder of Pennsylvania and 
their families; her nephews, Charles 
Knouse and “Buck” Knouse of 
Pennsylvania and their families. 
Among her many great nieces and 
nephews, Jeanette was especially 
close to Michele Knouse Line, her 
husband Bob and their two 
daughters, Arianna and Hailey. 
Rachel Mills, who lived with 
Jeanette during a college winter 
term, learned a great deal about 
living simply and finding delight in 
the world around us; she loved the 
time she had with her great aunt. 

In the last few years Jeanette had 
the great joy of growing to know the 
granddaughter of her close cousin, 
Joseph Kling, Melissa Patterson- 
Kling and her partner, Pilar 
Patterson-Kling. They have become 
experts at preparing Sunday 
brunches in Jeanette’s (very tiny) 
kitchen. 

Jeanette is also survived by many 
dear friends who brought joy and 
comfort to her life. She drew people 
close to her. Jeanette was an 
unofficial grandmother to many of 
the children over her many, many 
years as a member of Santa Fe 
Monthly Meeting. 

Jeanette’s family and friends are 
grateful to have known her, to have 
loved her and to have been inspired 
by her. 
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Book Review 


Coming Into Friendship As A 
Gift: The Journey of A Young 
Adult Friend 
by Christina Van Regenmorter 
FCG Quaker Press, 32 pp. 2008 


reviewed by Heather Springer 


Christina Van Regenmorter and I 
had many of the same first 
experiences with Quakerism. She 
writes in Coming into Friendship 
as a Gift about the sincerity and 
trust with which Friends 
welcomed her. When she needed 
it, Friends offered rides and 
housing. Like Christina, I also took 
a Friend up on a housing offer in 
my transient twenties. Also like 
me, she did not during any of this 
process meet Friends her own age. 
And when she did, they saw her 
“convincement as a curiosity to 
them—and some tried to convince 
[her] out of it.” 

But Christina shares experiences 
that I, as a young adult Friend, 
have not had attending meeting 
for the past ten years in four 
states. When Christina struggled 
with what “a doctrineless faith 
would look like,” Friends 
organized a study group around 
her questions. She emphasizes 
that they asked her practical 
questions throughout her spiritual 
journey and membership process. 
They also came to know her well 
enough to affirm her abilities and 
suggest leadership roles for her. 
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“Many are afraid that our 
actions will be misinterpreted as 
proselytizing,” writes the youth 
Ministries Committee of Friends 
General Conference in the 
introduction, “and don’t want to 
impose our beliefs on someone 
else.” And Christina agrees that it 
is not because young people are 
“bored with the nature of 
Quakerism” that there are so few 
of them. Instead, she suggests 
that serious queries are needed on 
both the seasoned and younger 
side of the meeting. 

Thus the queries that the book 
ends with are very helpful. And in 
considering my own meeting, they 
led me to more questions--such 
as, I can /ask/ for a clearness 
committee? What /is/ an 
accountability partner or a 
Spiritual Friend? Many of 
Christina’s queries include 
practical advice like, “Don’t limit 
your questions to young Friends 
to topics like school or clothing 
choices.” I found this one 
particularly insightful: “Ask 
young Friends good questions to 
help in their discernment process 
and prevent burnout.” 


Heather Springer is a Young 
Friend who lives, teaches, writes 
and attends Meeting in Chico, CA. 
She has been an attender at 
Quaker meetings in Flagstaff, AZ 
and Portland, OR, and likely other 
places of which the editor is 
unaware. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


SanTA FE FRIENDS MEETING ANTICIPATES AN 
OPENING FOR RESIDENT FRIEND(s) to live in gar- 
den cottage in historic Canyon Road district 
and join in meeting fellowship. Free rooms 
and utilities in exchange for about 15 hours 
per week scheduling use of guest apartment 
and care of meetinghouse. Starting date tobe 
determined, but probably early fall 2008. Let- 
ters of interest to: sfresident@desertgate.com. 
For current information about the possible 
opening, the meeting, and resident’s duties: 


http://santa-fe.quaker.org. 
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BEN LOMOND QUAKER CENTER: Personal 
retreats, family reunions, weddings, retreats, 
and our own schedule of Quaker programs. 
Among the redwoods, near Santa Cruz, CA. 
831-336-8333. http://www.quakercenter.org. 


* KKK 


WILLIAM PENN HousE, A QUAKER CEN- 
TER ON CAPITOL HILL in Washington, DC 
offering hospitality, seminars on peace, so- 
cial justice, dialogue among faiths on AIDS 
and related issues. Washington Quaker 
Workcamps provides Quaker service learn- 
ing. We seek interns for all of our programs. 
www.williampennhouse.org (202) 543-5560. 


WELLSPRINGS FRIENDS SCHOOL: 
alternative, accredited high school grades 9- 
12, non-residential. “A climate of affirmation” 
rooted in the Quaker spiri 
nonviolence, honoring the Light in every 
person. 3590 W 18th Avenue, Eugene, OR 
97402. For more information, visit 
www.wellspringsfriends.org, or call 541-686- 
223% 
FRIENDS HOUSE CONTINUING CARE 
RETIREMENT COMMUNITY 
A great place to grow old 

Friends House is a Quaker-sponsored non- 
profit retirement community located north 
of San Francisco in beautiful Northern Cali- 
fornia. Assisted living, skilled nursing, and 
garden apartments for independent living are 
| all situated on a seven-acre level campus. 
Residents may participate in governance, 
educational programs, entertainment and 
_ hospitality activities along with free use o 
a well-maintained private library of 5500 
cataloged volumes. Residents enjoy an 
abundance of edible landscaping and exer- 
cising in the on-site fitness center. 684 
Benicia Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95409 07- 
538-0152 www,friendshouse.org. RCFE 
#496801929 / SNF #010000123 / COA #220. 


CONSIDER THE ARIZONA FRIENDS COMMU- 
NITY FOR YOUR NEXT, OR YOUR SECOND, 
HOME. 360 degree mountain views, 4,000 ft 
elevation, often near-perfect weather, among 
good friends. Write Roy Joe and Ruth 
Stuckey, 6567 N San Luis Obispo Drive, Dou- 
glas, AZ 85607. Website: arizonafriends.com. 


Frrenps Music Camp—summer program for 
ages 10-18, held at Olney Friends School, 
Barnesville, Ohio. Parent comment: “A pro- 
found, life-changing experience.” Camper 


sommunity, 


Stockbridge, JD, CCIM at 877-65 


GO ml GMS UNV CSO me! * 
www.friendsmusiccamp.org. Phone: 937-767- 
1311. musicfmc@yahoo.com. 


THE WOOLMAN 
SEMESTER 


«Friends high school intensive 
Anterdependant shidies of 
peace, justice & sustainability 
Project-based learning 

i} <Living in Quaker community 
RY Extensive service-learning trips 


Call 530-273-3183 to find out more. 
www.woolman.org 


CONSIDER A Costa Rica Stupy Tour. Visit 
the Quaker community ofMonteverde. See 
the cloud forest and two oceans. Customtours 
available. Write Sarah Stuckey, Apdo 46- 
5655, Monteverde,Costa Rica. Phone/FAX: 
011-506-645-7090 or 937-728-9887 or 
Email:crstudy@racsa.co.cr Website: 
www.crstudytours.com. 


JOIN THE FELLOWSHIP OF QUAKERS IN THE 
ARTS ($25/year), and share your work with 
Friends in our exciting quarterly, Types & 
Shadows. Seeking short fiction & non-fiction, 
poetry, drawings, B&W photos, and news of 
Quaker art. Help create a new chapter in 
Quaker history! More info: FQA, 1515 
Cherry St, Philadelphia, PA 19102. Email 


submissions OK. fqa@quaker.org 
www.quaker.org/fga. 
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FRIENDS PLANNING TO MOVE CAN REQUEST 
ASSISTANCE FROM David BROWN, A QUAKER 
REALTOR. David will refer you to a real estate 
professional to assist you with buying and/or 
selling a house anywhere in the USA. Email: 
Davidhbrown@mindspring.com. 
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QUAKER COMMERCIAL REALTOR 
specializing in income property sales and 
1031 replacements nationally. Call Allen 
8-3666. 
ae : 


QUAKER LIFE—INFORMING AND EQUIP- 
PING FRIENDS AROUND THE WORLD. Free 
sample available upon request. Join our family of 
Friends for one year (10 issues) at $24. For infor- 
mation contact: 

Quaker Life 

101 Quaker Hill Drive 

Richmond, IN 47374 

Phone: 765-962-7573 

E-mail: QuakerLife@fum.org 

Website: www.fum.org 


PENDLE HILL PAMPHLETS are 
timely essays on many facets of 
Quaker life, thought and 
“spirituality, readable at one sitting. 
Subscribe to receive six pamphlets/ 
year for $25 (US). Also available: 
every pamphlet published previously by 
Pendle Hill, including recent pamphlets by 
Warren Ostrom, Marge Abbott, Robert 
Griswold and Steve Smith. 800-742-3150 ext. 
2 or bookstore@pendlehill.org. 


FRIENDS JOURNAL is 
more than a magazine — it’s 
a ministry of the written 
word. Friends worldwide 
find community in each 
issue full of award-winning 
articles, opinions, poetry, news, and art. Call 
us toll-free at 800-471-6863 and mention offer 
code FB2008 to receive 12 monthly issues 
for $35, saving 42% off the cover price! 
FRIENDS JOURNAL, 1216 Arch St., 2A, 
Philadelphia, PA 19107. Visit us on the web at 
www.friendsjournal.org. 


VINTAGE Books. Rare and out-of-print 
Quaker journals, history, religion. Vintage 
Books, 181 Hayden Rowe St, Hopkinton, 
MA 01748. E-mail: vintage@gis.net. 

www. vintagequakerbooks.com. 


SHaGey Locks & BIRKENSTOCKS. Re- 
vealing reports on key chapters in liberal 
Quaker history and theology. $11.95. 
The Harlot’s Bible, Startling case stud- 
ies of Friends old and new: Penn, Nixon, 
Bill Kreidler, Elizabeth Gray Vining, more. 


$14.95. Why God Is Like A Wet Bar of 
Soap. Quaker history and convictions il- 
luminated through short fiction about war, 
peace, love, conflict and discovery. $15.95. 
By Chuck Fager. Ask your bookseller, or 
write: Kimo Press, Box 1344, Fayetteville 
NC 28302. 
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FRIENDS FIDUCIARY 


CORPORATION 


Responsible Investing, Planned Giving 


Friends Fiductary Corporation (F FC) is an independent 
Quaker nonprofit. Our sole mission is to assist 
Friends meetings and organizations in the stewardship 
of their financial resources. 


PROVIDING FINANCIAL SERVICES GUIDED 8Y 
FRIENDS TESTIMONIES AND CONCERNS 


The Consolidated Fund, a socially responsible investment 
fund for Friends Meetings and nonprofit organizations 


Planned Giving Services, providing Charitable Gift Annuities, 
Donor Advised Funds, and other planned giving services 
to support the development efforts of Friends 
taX-CXCMpt organizations 
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for information, please contact: 
Friends Fiductary Corporation 


or visit our website av www. friendsfiduciary.org 
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